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G eorgetown may be the hippest 
new neighborhood in Seattle, but 
that's because it's just so fucking 

cool. The home of the original Rainier Brew-
ery, Georgetown developed a reputation for 
hard drinking and loose living by the early 
20th century, when the area became popu-
lated with saloons. This southerly industrial 
neighborhood's freewheeling ways still exist, 
albeit in a more culturally diverse, expres-
sionistic way. Georgetown is dramatic. Mas-
sive brick factory buildings now house work/
live spaces, shops, and studios, and there's a 
really tall smokestack and the ever-present 
lullaby of the freeway and passing trains. 

Planes practically land on your head as they 
touch down in adjacent Boeing Field . In the 
last year, over half a dozen independent busi-
nesses have opened in one building alone, 
proof that Georgetown is booming. It's easy 
to while away a day here. Start out with 
some java at All City Coffee  or the brand-
new Ground Control Coffee , which fea-
tures Macrina Bakery  pastries, and browse 
the various artist studios nearby. Down the 
street, the venerable Fantagraphics  Books  
features comics and pop art from Seattle 
and beyond, and at Deco Modiste  you'll ®nd 
clothing designs by owner Kimberlee Iblings 
(appointment only). George is a quirky little 

stationary store ®lled with interest-
ing, affordable doodads, and Foundry
and Fruit Cocktail Collectibles  both
have a fun selection of antiques and
collectibles. Susan Wheeler is already
making a name for herself with her
month-old, home-decor store called
Susan Wheeler Home. Her care-
fully chosen stock ranges from witty,
handcrafted jewelry to lovely found

objects like bones and antlers, linens, framed
antique photos, French hotel ironware dishes,
and a vintage zebra-upholstered ottoman.
Fortunately, even starving artists can shop
thereÐthe empathetic Wheeler offers plenty
of items for under 50 dollars.

Have boozy friends with discerning tastes?
Get them something from Full Throttle
Bottles  specialty beer and wine shop. If you
really want to impress someone special on
your gift list, buy them dinner at the Corson
Building  (Wednesdays nights the menu is !
la carte, walk-ins are welcome, and there's a
new Sunday brunch). Because foodÐespe-
cially food this goodÐis love. !
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Massive brick 
factory buildings 

now house work/live 
spaces, shops, and 
studios, and there's 

the ever-present 
lullaby of the freeway 
and passing trains.
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